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The Center for the Assessment of Sign Language Interpretation (CASLI) is the organization 
responsible for administering the testing that the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) uses 
to recognize interpreters as nationally certified. CASLI is currently working through an exam 
transition that can leave interpreters feeling at a loss for what the future of testing looks like. We 
have compiled answers to our community’s frequently asked questions and hope this will help 
clarify what tests are currently available and what the exam transition process looks like. Links 
to additional information and resources can be found at the end of this fact sheet. 
 
Questions from both Deaf and Hearing Interpreters 
What exams is CASLI currently offering? CASLI is currently offering all available tests for 
both Deaf and hearing interpreters. The CASLI Generalist Knowledge Exam (CGKE) is a two-
part exam that both Deaf and hearing interpreters must take and pass before registering for a 
performance exam. The Deaf Interpreter Performance Exam (DIPE) and the Hearing Interpreter 
Performance Exam (HIPE) are now both available. Please note that the HIPE is now entering 
the beta testing period, and results for the HIPE will not be available until at least the summer of 
2023. 

If I am already certified with RID can I take any of the new CASLI exams? No, if you already 
have your certification through RID you will not be eligible to take any of the new CASLI exams. 

How do I register to take an exam? You can find instructions for setting up a CASLI Exam 
account here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CsH584ELzpICyb8vgngdzFC1_8h2tE-r/view You 
can also check out our “Step by Step Guide for CASLI Testing Registration” fact sheet under 
Resources for Interpreters here: https://www.cdhh.nm.gov/resources/fact-sheets/  

I’ve already taken the CASLI Generalist Knowledge Exam, when will I get my results? The 
Generalist Knowledge Exam has now finished beta testing. Scores will be sent to the testing 
candidate within 10 business days of taking the exam. 

What does the CASLI Generalist Knowledge Exam look like? The CASLI Generalist 
Knowledge Exam (CGKE) contains two separate bilingual tests in both American Sign 
Language and written English. There is no longer a distinction between exams for hearing or 
Deaf interpreters – everyone will take the same tests. The first test is The Fundamentals of 
Interpreting Exam designed to test a candidate’s knowledge on how interpreters work practically 
in assignments. The questions are multiple choice, and candidates must choose the best 
answer to fit the question. Once candidates complete this test, they will be given a 30 minute 
break before beginning The Ethics and Cultural Responsiveness Exam. This test is designed to 

http://www.cdhh.nm.gov/
mailto:Jessica.Eubank@cdhh.nm.gov
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CsH584ELzpICyb8vgngdzFC1_8h2tE-r/view
https://www.cdhh.nm.gov/resources/fact-sheets/


 

Revised 12/22/2022  CASLI Exam Transition FAQs 2 
 

analyze how candidates make choices while working when presented with an ethical or cultural 
dilemma. Candidates will be shown a video example of an interpreting scenario where the 
interpreter must make a decision. Candidates will be given options on how to respond, then 
depending on the chosen response they will be presented with a new video of the same 
scenario with the results of the decision chosen. There are multiple resulting choices shown for 
each scenario before continuing to the next question. Practice exams are available through your 
CASLI Exam account. 

When do I take the Gap test? You will take the Gap test during the same testing appointment 
that you take your performance exam. Note for hearing interpreters, if you already took the 
CASLI Generalist Knowledge Exam you will not need to take the Gap test. 

What is the Gap test? The Gap test is intended to bridge the difference in skills assessed 
between the old NIC or CDI Knowledge Exam and the new CASLI performance exams. The 
Gap test is the same as the Ethics and Cultural Responsiveness Exam portion of the CASLI 
Generalist Knowledge Exam. Please see above for what this test entails. 

Will I have to pay for the Gap test if I already took the NIC or CDI Knowledge Exam? No, 
the Gap test will be provided free of charge for your first attempt. 

How long do I have left on my testing cycle? In August 2021 data entry was completed in 
updating testing cycles for candidates to add extended time due to testing moratoriums and the 
COVID-19 pandemic. There are no further planned extensions. Please check your CASLI Exam 
System account or RID member portal to see your updated cycle. If you were unable to take 
your exam before your cycle ended, please contact CASLI. 

What will my credentials be called under the new test? Although the name of the exam itself 
has changed, NIC (National Interpreter Certification) is still the appropriate terminology. 

Deaf Interpreter Questions 
What if I already took the CDI Knowledge Exam? You will need to complete the Bridge Plan 
which involves taking the Gap test, as well as an at home, online module training in working with 
other foreign language interpreters, OSHA safety procedures, and mandated reporting. You can 
find more information on the Bridge Plan here: https://www.casli.org/exam-preparations/exam-
iteration-transition-information-bridge-plans/  

Can I take a performance exam now? Yes! The CASLI Deaf Interpreter Performance Exam is 
currently being offered. 

I already took the Deaf Interpreter Performance Exam (DIPE), how long until I receive my 
score? The DIPE is still in beta testing, but in December 2022 CASLI announced that they plan 
to have all scores from the beta testing period released by January 31, 2023. After these results 
are released the beta testing period will conclude and candidates will be able to expect results 
within 90 days of their testing date. 

What are the education requirements for CDI candidates? As of May 17, 2021, CDI 
candidates will be required to hold a Bachelor’s degree or follow the updated Alternative 
Pathway. More information can be found on RID’s website https://rid.org/rid-certification-
overview/available-certification/cdi-certification/  
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Hearing Interpreter Questions 

What if I already took the NIC Knowledge Exam? If you took the NIC Knowledge Exam and 
there is still time on your testing clock, you will only be required to take The Ethics and Cultural 
Responsiveness Exam (also being called the Gap test). However, if you took the NIC 
Knowledge Exam but the time on your testing clock has run out you will be required to take both 
Generalist Knowledge Exams before taking the Hearing Interpreter Performance Exam. 

When will the Hearing Interpreter Performance Exam (HIPE) be available? The exam has 
been released and is currently in its beta testing period.  

When can I expect to receive my HIPE score? 
The HIPE is currently in its beta testing period. Enough exams have been taken to begin the 
process of determining scoring criteria. As of December 2022, CASLI expects the beta testing 
period will conclude and exam scores released in summer 2023. 

Further Information and Resources: 

• CASLI Contact Information: testing@casli.org or 571-257-4761 (VRS/VP) 
 

• Updates from CASLI: https://www.casli.org/category/news/ 
 

• CASLI Breakdown of Exams and Certifications: https://www.casli.org/getting-
started/about-casli-exams/exams-for-rid-certification-eligibility/  
 

• CASLI Exam Eligibility Requirements: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cu1-
vMSuwtfJLgoXM3-D0mtltq6lIgCS/view 
 

• Study Guide and Prep Information for the CASLI Generalist Knowledge Exam: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13VBEjbrGmQugHb_fhT0ES_vqMZIhwY8i/view 
 

• CASLI Exam Transition Information: https://www.casli.org/exam-preparations/exam-
iteration-transition-information-bridge-plans/  
 

• CASLI Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.casli.org/casli-frequently-asked-
questions/  
 

• RID Certification Process: https://rid.org/rid-certification-overview/available-certification/  
 

• RID National Interpreter Certification: https://rid.org/rid-certification-overview/available-
certification/nic-certification/  
 

• RID Certified Deaf Interpreter (CDI): https://rid.org/rid-certification-overview/available-
certification/cdi-certification/  
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